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June 26, 1908 926 

BARBADOS. 

Report from Bridgetown — Inspection and fumigation of vessels— 
Plague at Port of Spain, Trinidad. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Urquhart reports: 

During the week ended June 6, 8 steamships bound for United States 
ports were granted bills of health. These vessels carried 6 passengers 
and 250 members of crews. One steamship was fumigated. 

Bubonic plague is now in Port of Spain and this island has quaran- 
tined against Trinidad. No quarantinable diseases reported for this 
port or island this week. 

BELGIUM. 

Report from, Liege — Typhoid fever and oysters. 

Consul Johnson reports, May 17: 

At the beginning of this year the Royal Medical Society made the 
following request of its members: In view of the apparent extension 
of typhoid fever in the centers of population and in other places, you 
are requested to investigate and report whether to your knowledge 
the consumption of bivalves has contributed to the development of 
this disease. 

The Royal Society received 108 replies. Several correspondents 
stated that as bivalves were not consumed in their sections of the 
country no investigation could be made by them. 

The majority of the other correspondents declared that in several 
families in their localities oysters were consumed, but no typhoid 
cases were produced. At Charleroi an oyster dealer states that he 
sold in December 10,000 dozens of oysters — that is, 10,000 people may 
possibly have eaten 1 dozen oysters ; yet the number of cases of typhoid 
fever did not increase in comparison with those recorded in previous 
years. 

A correspondent at Florenville stated that there had been no case of 
typhoid fever in his locality this year, notwithstanding the fact that 
several families had consumed larger quantities of oysters than during 

()revious years, owing to the prices having fallen considerably. A 
arge quantity of mussels was consumed at Anion from October to 
April, yet no apparent increase in the number of typhoid cases was 
noted. 

At Seraing, from November to March, there were 28 cases of typhoid 
fever. Not one of these patients, however, had eaten oysters. At 
Marche there were 8 cases in six months, for which, it is asserted, the 
water alone was responsible. This state of affairs was reported from 
other localities. A physician from Eccloo writes that one of his clients, 
a fish merchant and oyster gatherer in Holland, told him of not being 
able to sell his oysters, and that he and his family had eaten all of 
them without baneful effects. Other fishermen similarly situated lived 
to a great extent on oysters, but in all these cases, although the bivalves 
were regularly eaten for months at a time, no typhoid fever resulted. 
On the other hand, a correspondent from Beaumont reported that 
there had not been a case of typhoid fever in that locality for several 
years, but cases of acute gastric troubles have occurred among per- 
sons who had eaten oysters, while those who had not eaten them were 
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not troubled in that way. At Contich one case of typhoid fever was 
developed following the consumption of oysters. A correspondent at 
Marcinelle asserts that his investigation as to the causes of the last 8 
cases of typhoid at that place demonstrated conclusively that these 
cases were produced by eating oysters. 

By way of summing up the testimony from different sections of the 
country the conclusion seems justifiable that eating oysters could have 
been productive of typhoid fever only in exceptional cases, and in such 
cases was more to be attributed to the unsanitary manner in which the 
oysters had been handled than to any germs contained in the oysters 
themselves. 

A prominent Belgian authority on hygiene has stated that, after an 
investigation carried on in various localities with a view to establish- 
ing the existence of typhoid germs in the oyster, the facts observed 
did not warrant the conclusion that such germs were generally to be 
found in all oysters. Medical testimony, however, would seem to 
indicate that the disease is produced by the oyster, so that the only 
apparently reasonable solution of the matter seems to be that the 
oysters themselves can hardly be held accountable for the disease, but 
that it is more probably traceable to the water in which, in many 
instances, the oysters are rinsed. Conditions here in Liege would 
tend to favor this theory, as oysters are very generally eaten here 
with no resultant cases of typhoid fever. Well water is very rarely 
used. 

CHINA. 

Report from Amoy — Epidemic plague. 

Vice-Consul Baker reports April 25 : 

Plague has become epidemic at Amoy and in the vicinity. 

Reports from Hongkong — Quarantine restrictions — Plague and small- 
pox — Examination of emigrants — Inspection of vessels. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Hough reports: 

Week ended May 2. Restrictions enforced by Hongkong remain 
as reported on March 28. Restrictions enforced against Hongkong 
remain as reported on March 28. Quarantinable diseases: Plague, 
39 cases, 39 deaths; smallpox, 15 cases, 10 deaths. Vessels inspected 
and granted bills of health, 6. 

Week ended May 9. Restrictions enforced against Hongkong 
remain as reported on March 28. 

Quarantinable diseases: Plague, 49 cases, 38 deaths; smallpox, 15 
cases, 12 deaths. 

Vessels inspected and granted bills of health, 7. 

Examination of aliens from Hongkong to the Philippine Islands for 
the week ended April 11: Examined, 24; rejected, 19. Week ended 
April 18: Examined, 41; rejected, 19. Week ended April 25: 
Examined, 51; rejected, 33. Week ended May 2: Examined, 67; 
rejected, 32. 



